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College Preparatory Reading and Writing

Teacher(s): M. Robinson-Davis

Contact Information: 773-535-2180   mprobinson-davis@cps.edu 

Periods Available for Conference: 4 (except Monday), 5 and 6

Course Description:  College Preparation Reading and Writing is a comprehensive and mandatory course for 12th grade students.  The course focus is on postsecondary education, and students will explore and thoroughly plan and prepare for life after high school.  Planning and applying to colleges and post-secondary schools will be the primary goal of the first semester.  Students will participate in every phase of college preparation and planning-researching and matching with colleges, writing personal statements, submitting applications and financial aid forms, applying for scholarships and exploring careers and other post-secondary options.  During the second semester, students will strengthen and develop post-secondary life skills with units and activities regarding campus life, college issues, preparing for a career, and financial education.  Throughout each semester, part of the curriculum will also include focusing on writing various types of college level essays and enhancing literary skills.

Course Objectives:  

Upon successful completion of this course, students will:

· Meet a variety of application deadlines on a regular basis

· Research and present two (2) colleges and or post-secondary vocational schools to a group of peers

· Apply to six (6) colleges and/or post-secondary schools-two safety schools, two target schools and two reach schools

· Gain acceptance into a least two schools including a four year university

· Write and craft personal statements to fit the needs of the prompt

· Write one (1) general personal statement

· Submit completed FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid)

· Research and apply for at least five (5) scholarships that require an essay

· Design a usable resume and compose appropriate cover letters

· Complete several career inventories

· Participate in several mock interviews

· Maintain a college portfolio throughout the course

· Write one narrative, persuasive, expository, and descriptive essay

· Be able to identify common grammatical errors when reading and writing essays

Credits Offered:  (.5 credit per semester; 1.0 credit for the school year (two semesters):

Grading Scale (as amended in CPS School Board Policy)

A   90-100

B   80-89

C   70-79

D   60-69

F   59 and Below

Explanation of Grading:

· Students will be expected to monitor their class grade through GradeBook

· College Preparation is a task-oriented course.  Students will submit assignments on a regular basis and must adhere to deadlines.  Students must have a valid excuse for missing class, and it is the responsibility of the student to check the class assignment log or class folder/binder for assignments when absent.  

· Any late homework or class assignments will receive reduced points depending on how many days the assignment is late

	Personal Statements, Essays, Writing Assignments, and Projects, Exams, Completed Applications, Scholarships, FAFSA
	200 pts

	Short-term or in-class daily assignments, Homework, Quizzes
	100 pts

	Bell Ringers/Exit Slips/Class Participation
	50 pts


Supports for Students:

· The post-secondary lab will be open and available for students during their lunch period and after school  

· Students can see their counselor during their lunch period or after school when needed

· Students can arrange a conference to seek extra help from me during periods 1 and 2

· Saturday tutoring will be available for all students each week

· Please utilize the following websites as needed:

http://secure.whatsnextillinois.org/
www.chooseyourfuture.org
www.collegeboard.com
www.fasfa.gov.org 

www.collegezone.com 

Mastery Plan Policy.  Our goal is for every student to excel AND graduate; therefore, we make additional efforts to help all students who want to improve their grades.  Prior to receiving an final grade for a course, all students are entitled to an opportunity to complete either an enhancement or a growth plan to improve their grade EXCEPT when class failure is due to refusal to participate in class and/or classroom activities OR due to excessive absences and tardies (no more than 10 absences).  Teachers do have the discretion to issue mastery plans in addition to an attendance plan/contract to students, but in order for the mastery plan to be counted toward the grade, the attendance contract must also be fulfilled.

Students are encouraged not to depend on mastery plans for credit recovery, however. Students should use as many other resources (i.e. asking questions, attending tutoring, etc.) to ensure that they pass their classes. 

Requirements:

Enhancement Plans (Student wants to raise their grade to a “C” or higher):

a. Student must demonstrate additional study or preparation

b. Student must take either an exam or complete a project ALIGNED to the objectives that caused the class grade to be lowered

Growth Plans (Student wants to raise their grade to a passing grade from a “F”):

a. Student must be required to attend tutoring at least two times

b. Student must take either an exam or complete a project ALIGNED to the objectives that caused the class grade to be lowered

Attendance Policy:  All Bogan students are expected to attend school regularly.  Each student is expected to maintain at least 80% attendance in order to participate in school activities, field trips, etc.  This means that students should not miss more than 10 days of school per semester regardless of whether the absences are excused or unexcused.  Students should be aware that a “cut” is considered to be an absence – a “cut” class is any class where a student does not receive the teacher’s permission to be somewhere else even if this is in another class with another teacher.  All students need passes.

Also, per Board policy, students who miss more than 18 unexcused absences may be ineligible to earn credit for any class that they take.  It is prudent that all students present notes to the attendance office upon returning.

Required Supplies:

· 3 ring 1.5 inch binder with dividers

· One pocket folder

· One notebook

· College-ruled loose leaf paper

· Pens, pencils, and highlighter

· One USB flash drive

Classroom Expectations/Rules:  All students will be required to adhere to the CPS Code of Conduct.  In addition, students are expected to:

· BE ON TIME and always wear your school ID

· BE PREPARED; bring the required materials and homework everyday

· Respect yourself, your classmates, and our classroom environment

Unit One-College Exploration-Writing a Personal Statement

Unit Two-Applying for College and College Research Project

Unit Three-Financing College-Scholarships and Scholarship Essay Writing

Unit Four-Career Exploration

Unit Five-Campus Life, College Note Taking, and Study Skills

Unit Six-Financial Responsibility

Confirmation of Receipt of College Preparation Reading and Writing Syllabus

Please have this syllabus signed by both you and your parent by Friday, August, 30th.

Acknowledgement:  Signing below confirms that you have read and fully understand the expectations and requirements outlined in the College Preparation Reading and Writing Syllabus.

Student Name:____________________________Division_______Class Period________




(Please Print)

Student Signature:___________________________Date:__________________

Parent/Guardian’s Name:________________________________Date:_______________

Parent/Guardian’s Signature:________________________________________________

Contact Information Form

In order to encourage and facilitate communication, please complete the contact information form below.

	Contact Name
	Home Phone
	Cell Phone    
	Work Phone
	E-mail Address

	(Student)


	
	
	
	

	(Parent/Guardian)


	
	
	
	

	(Emergency Contact One)


	
	
	
	

	(Emergency Contact Two)


	
	
	
	


Please detach this page and return to the instructor by Friday, August, 30, 2013.

Bogan High School


